Introduction xiii
The significance of the publication of these lifelets was that between
the Civil War.and World War I the United States was self-

SOW ce. D - “ . consciously a nation of immigrants. From 1880 through 1919, the
g K ‘ United States drew twenty-three million immigrants to her shores.

Ko;}’z.ma,n Md, ' U-rmf/ ?[ a.u’\ [ .Most immigrants entered at Ellis Island, in the shadow of the Statue of
Liberty in New York harbor. Emma Lazarus expressed the gravita-

%Q&ﬂo uanU5l1t'7l OTC Il ‘""\016 V% 5 ‘q% tional pull of the United States when in 1883 she wrote *“The New

Colossus,” contrasting the Statue of Liberty with the Colossus of
Rhodes/ one of the legendary wonders of the ancient world The
Philadephia poet named the statue ‘“Mother of Exiles,” and gave
voice.to her silent lips:

S N . . Give me your tired, your poor,

v ' ’ ; ' Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

; e - ' a The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

f - Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me. . . .

So they came, drawn by the beacons of economic opportuaity,
religious freedom, and hope. In the cities and on the prairies they
sought their fortune. Railroad company advertisements, state emigra-
tion agents, and letters from relatives and friends in the United States
promised success and prosperity; the riches to be found in America

~  where “‘streets were paved with gold” became part of European
folklore. Other immigrants came to practice their religion in the
: United States because it had no single established church and was
- ——more-tolerant-of-religious diversity.
By the late 1880s the pattern of immigration to the United States
was signficantly different from that of the earlier period. Between
1860 and 1890, ten million immigrants arrived in the United States,
predominantly from the .British Isles, Germany, Scandinavia,
Switzerland, and Holland. In the peak year of 1882, eighty-seven
-percent of the immigrants came from these countries. But the fifteen
million immigrants who entered the United States between 1890 and
1914 came largely from Italy, Russia, ‘Austria-Hungary, Greece,
Rumania, and Turkey. Referred to as the ‘“‘new immigrants,” people
from these countries comprised eighty-one percent of all immigrants .
in the peak year of 1907.
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- Plain-Folk

d-1880s, the Knights of Labor, represented, in part, a rejection of
new industrial order. The Knights pi¢tured an ideal society of small

Christian cooperative commonwealth. Similarly
s

Sdeking to rise in the social order rather than trying

.W.Mxoq civilization. The most significant Iabor organization of the

many workers

ght to escape the new discipline by becoming their own bosses.

to improve their

cohditions as workers, they identified with foremen and aspired to join
the latter’s ranks. Or they started their own businesses, substituting

pist

Mnﬁovaa and independent craftstnen living and working within a

nsive labor for a lack of capital Although few weie successful, the

. any of the factory workers engaged in .a struggle with managers
ovér control of their work tasks and conditions. Ox 4 daily basis they

Ires;
acdording to traditional patterns and absenting them

sted the new discipline and habits, continuing Mo perform tasks

elves from work

on {ethnic and religious boma@.ﬁ.. Some formed. 1 bor unions in a

- collective attempt to exert control over their wor.

workers turned to government and, through hours,
legislation, sought to check management’s powers.

m_w prospects‘of success did not extinguish the flame of hope.

g livés. Later
age, and safety
ese tensions in

the workplace between the vﬁ_m of tradition and cu tom .on the one-
Ej and the demands of the modem, industrial society on the other

, |

iﬁ.mﬁumagnma.bmm&\m<mQ$meE>EmncmEE
the mc«mumm% century. . - .
et in the face of tension and insecurity,. the
undistinguished Americans had value and sibstance.
lost faith in others, they seemed to maintain faith in th
struggled with themselves and the larger society, wit]
and Insecurities, to make something of their own lives.
the written word, are of people proud and self-aware.
articulate their own livds sets them apart from ¢
generation; yet one can easily imagine hearing similar
coworkers and neighbors if we could go back in tim¢
them. Unable to do so we should then listen with grea
their stories.” ) P

' Lawrence,.Kansas i R :
January 1, 1981

¢ first decade of

lives of these
If at times they
emselves. They
h their tensions
Their voices, in.
Their ability to
bthers of their
tales from their
and interview
ter attention to

»
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Discussion Questions:

1. What forces encouraged and discouraged immigration in the U.S.?

2. Immigration patterns have been divided into two different categories: Old (1860-1890)

and New (1890-1914). Describe the differences that existed between the two.

3.When and why did attitudes of native-born Americans change toward immigrants?

4. Describe the ways immigrants have built and reshaped much of American society and

life?

S. What does it mean to be “Americanized”?

6. How did industrialization and urbanization transform U.S. society?



